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Good after noon Dr. Ken Ng., Mr. Kamil Sadiq and respected guests. I appreciate the honour that your organization CFIF has bestowed on me. I am really grateful! I am also thankful to you for giving me this opportunity of talking about Eid Celebrations to such an august audience. I will first take a minute to talk about Muslims in Canada and then about EID. At a recent event Dr. Sahin of IDRF talked about Muslim history in Canada.

He Said.

Muslims started to immigrate to Canada in significant numbers in the early 60’s.  Some came for better economic opportunities, others came for education and acquiring special skills, others were seeking freedom from oppressive regimes; others lost their homes and lands to occupation, wars and natural disasters.

They found in Canada far more than they expected.  They found freedom; they discovered their human dignity.  They found universal healthcare and institutions of education for all ages.  They found their own fellow Muslims who came from India, Pakistan, Egypt, Palestine, Syria, Turkey, Iraq, Yugoslavia, Albania, North Africa, South Africa, the Caribbean, etc…

Through these people, they learned more about their own religion Islam, it’s culture and it’s history.  They came in contact with Christians: Protestants and Catholics of English, French, Irish, Italian, Ukrainian, and Polish backgrounds.  When Muslims had no mosques in which to worship, these Christians made room for them in their churches and opened their hearts.

They met the First Nations of North America and learned about their culture, their rich spirituality and their history.  They became involved in interfaith dialogues; while they learned about other religions, they came to know their own religion and understand it better.

Not only did they learn to live with other Canadians and help each other and learn from each other; they came to enjoy the company of each other.  Most of the credit for this integration goes to the children.

Muslims felt it was their duty to organize in order to preserve their Islamic heritage and to make the transition from an “outsider and foreigner” to a “Muslim Canadian” with proper understanding of citizenship and responsibility in a western democratic system without jeopardizing the Islamic principles.  They discovered that the Canadian laws and the Islamic rules were compatible most of the time and that Canada was an open society welcoming and accommodating newcomers.

God, who gave us life, blessed us with the gifts of love and knowledge.  He also bestowed upon man and woman dignity.  There could be no humanity without dignity.  Every human being is responsible for the dignity of his or her fellow human beings, no matter what their colour or creed is, no matter where they live on this planet earth. 

This is the message of Islam and is being practiced to make Canada even a better country to live, play and work. WE are all proud to be Canadian Muslims and want to teach our kids the same values.

Eid-ul-Fitr is the joyous and an important celebration in Islam. ALTHOUGH Eid is commonly understood and celebrated as a joyous festival, it is essentially an occasion for thanksgiving after having fulfilled a divinely ordained obligation involving a strict regimen of self-restraint. The guiding spirit of the month of Ramadan is one of self-denial and restraint, and the principle underlying the festivity of Eid, which marks the end of that process of trial, is one of charity and sharing. This spirit is symbolized by the distribution of Fitra to the poor and destitute among the faithful and to institutions dedicated to social and humanitarian service - an obligation to be fulfilled even before offering the thanksgiving prayers. Congregational gatherings in mosques and open spaces project the spirit of brotherhood just as scenes of joy and festivity are an expression of shared sentiments. It is an occasion when all family members and friends visit each other’s houses to greet Eid Mubarak and exchange gifts or money. Kids specially love this, as they are the most important recipients of gifts or money called “Eidee”. Families have lunch or open houses not only for Muslims but non –Muslim friends also. 

This is the day of Sharing and Caring, Celebrating and giving. All in all it is a great holiday.

Once again thank you for giving me this honour and sharing my thoughts with you all.

GOD BLESS YOU ALL!
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