“Taste of Asia” Press Conference

The press conference of “Taste of Asia” was held on June 22 at 11:30 a.m. at the Markham Chinese Cultural Centre. It mainly introduced the two-days’ program of the “Taste of Asia” Street Festival. The guests who attended the conference included John McCallum (PC, MP Minister of Veterans Affairs), Frank Scarpitti (Deputy Mayor of Markham), Alex Chiu (Councilor of Markham), Jack Heath (Councilor of Markham), Khalid Usman (Councilor of Markham), Johnson Yip and Glenn Guillem (Representative of Market Village), Kamil Sadiq (V.P. of CFIF), Dr. Yosef Mroueh (President of Arabian Community), Inspector Robertson Rouse (Police Officer of the Fifth Division), media representatives, and many others.

Dr. Ken Ng, the Chairman of “Taste of Asia”, said the festival is a venue designed not only to celebrate the birthday of Canada but also to promote the multicultural mosaic of our country. As we celebrate Canada’s birthday, we are also paying tribute to the many heritages that compose the roots of our nation. Many ethnic groups join us this year, e.g. Chinese, Indian, Pakistan, Malaysian, Filipino, Japanese, Indonesian, Korean, African etc. 

The “Taste of Asia” is hosted by the Federation of Chinese Canadians in Markham (FCCM), and the Association of Progressive Muslims of Ontario (APMO). This event will take place on July 3rd and 4th, 2004. The street location is at the intersection of Steeles Avenue and Kennedy Road. With the co-operation of the Markham municipal government, this section of Kennedy Road adjacent to Market Village and Pacific Mall will be blocked off for the two days when the event will take place. The festival's activities will start from 12:00 noon to 6 p.m. each day. The opening ceremony will begin at noon on July 3rd. Frank Scarpitti, the Deputy Mayor of Markham, and Sandra Yeung Racco, the Councilor of Vaughan, will be the MCs. The Police Pipe Band will start off the ceremony.

           This festival will feature two days of non-stop musical and cultural performances by different ethnic groups. There are 40 food booths, 30 regular booths with goods and services for sale, 10 community booths, 2 stages, automotive dealership car shows, an inter-cultural 3 on 3 basketball tournament, a basketball clinic by Raptors Ambassador, Pepsi taste challenge, “Wishing Tree”, and a lucky draw.  The grand prize is a travel package of two round trip airline tickets to Malaysia with 6 days of hotel accommodation for 2 persons sponsored by Malaysia Airline. There is no entrance fee for the festival, so everyone can come and enjoy it as a happy family day. It is estimated that 60,000 people will be attending this event.
 
Don’t miss the “3 on 3 Shoot-Out”! Mr. Wing-tai Lam, director of CCYAA, mentioned that approximately 200 teams have signed up this year and that the Raptors Ambassador will hold a basketball clinic. The organizers have also arranged a NBA Jam Van and the Toronto Raptors Mascot for the festival.

Co-chairman Mobeen Khaja thanked all the guests and media at the end of the press conference. He hopes the festival can promote the multiculturalism of Canada and create rapport among different ethnic groups through an event of mutual respect and co-operation. This is an excellent opportunity for cultural exchange and is also a means to promote a better understanding among ethnic cultural groups that will definitely help lead to better harmony in our multicultural nation.

Below is the program of the two-days’ festival:

「萬錦城市嘉年華」新聞發報會

「萬錦城市嘉年華」新聞發報會已於六月廿二日上十一時半在加華聯會文化中心順利完成。是次新聞發報會主要詳細介紹「萬錦城市嘉年華」兩天的活動內容。當天與會嘉賓、傳媒代表及各工作人員均濟濟一堂，氣氛相當熱鬧。出席的嘉賓包括國會議員麥家廉( John McCallum), 萬錦市副市長薛家平(Frank Scarpitti), 萬錦市議員趙善江(Alex Chiu), 市議員Jack Heath, Khalid Usman, 城市廣場代表Johnson Yip, Glenn Guillem, Kamil Sadiq(V.P.of CFIF), Dr. Yosef Mroueh(President of Arabian Community), 第五警區Inspector Robertson Rouse等等。

籌委會主席吳建忠醫生指出，是次「萬錦城市嘉年華」除了慶祝國慶之外，也希望透過這大型活動推廣加拿大的多元文化色彩，期望在各不同族裔的傳統文化上作出貢獻，借此機會促進彼此之間的合作及交流。今次參與活動的族裔分別有：華裔、印度、巴基斯坦、馬來西亞、菲律賓、日本、印尼、韓裔、非裔等等。
今年的「萬錦城市嘉年華」由萬錦加華聯會及安省回教協會共同籌辦，並訂於二○○四年七月三日至四日舉行，地點位於士刁大道及堅尼地路交界。今次嘉年華會得到萬錦市政府協助，將部份接連城市廣場及太古廣場的堅尼地路封閉兩天，嘉年華會開放時間由中午十二時至下午六時。開幕儀式在七月三日中午舉行，由萬錦市副市長Frank Scarpitti (薛家平)及旺市市議員Sandra Yeung Racco擔任揭幕主持，並由警察樂隊首先出場表演。
嘉年華會的內容十分豐富，由不同族裔輪流不停表演各種富有民族色彩的音樂及文化節目。場內有四十個售賣食物攤位、三十個售賣貨品攤位、十個展覽攤位、兩個大型表演舞台，還有汽車展覽，三人街頭籃球爭霸戰、猛龍隊(The Raptors)親善大使主持籃球講座、百事試飲大挑戰、愛心許願樹及人人有份幸運大抽獎，特別大獎是由馬來西亞航空公司送出的馬來西亞來回機票連六晚酒店住宿。參加者更毋須繳付入場費，可說是一個大型的家庭同樂日，預計將有六萬人參與是次活動。


        今次嘉年華會中最令人興奮的節目就是「三人街頭籃球爭霸戰」，加華青年體育會董事林榮泰先生指出，今年參加隊伍十分踴躍，約有二百隊的球隊參賽，較去年多出一倍。今年更特別邀請到猛龍隊親善大使主持籃球講座、更設置巨型戶外籃球活動車及猛龍隊的吉祥物出現，使大會生色不少。

發報會最後由籌委會共同主席Mobeen Khaja向各傳媒代表及嘉賓致謝，他期望透過是次活動能表現出加拿大多元文化的特色，為社區締造歡樂及和諧的氣氛。

以下是兩天的表演節目內容：
	Taste of Asia Street Festival
 Street Program    July 3 

	
	
	

	12:00
	Opening March 
	Police Pipe band

	12:15
	Town Crier
	Town Crier

	12:30
	Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
	FCCM & all VIPs

	13:00
	FCCM Children Dance
	FCCM

	13:30
	Larry & Sunshine band (Live Music)
	Larry Lo & friends

	14:30
	Belly Dance
	Habeeba's Dance Studio

	15:00
	African Drum                  (Live Music)
	Muhtahi International Drumming

	16:00
	Caribbean Dance
	Dance Caribe

	16:45
	Indian Dance / Music
	Tamil Association

	17:30
	The Pariah                       (Live Music) 
	Live Band

	
	
	

	Small Stage
	

	
	
	

	    13:00
	Marvin and Friend         (Live Music)
	Live Band 

	    17:00
	The Pariah                       (Live Music)
	Live Band 

	
	
	

	Market Village
	

	
	
	

	14:00
	African Drum                  (Live Music) 
	Muhtahi International Drumming

	14:45
	Indian Dance
	Tamil Association

	15:30
	Belly Dance
	Habeeba's Dance Studio

	16:00
	Tai Chi Sword
	FCCM

	16:30
	Guzhen                             (Live Music)
	FCCM

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Program July 4


	
	
	

	11:00
	Gunaseelan Dance
	Indian Dance

	12:00
	CreditCard Band             (Live Music) 
	Dr. Lee/ Friend

	13:00
	Hawaiian Dance 
	Hawaiian Pacific Magic

	13:45
	Larry& Sunshine Band   (Live Music)
	Larry Lo & friends

	14:45
	The Taste of Broadway
	Markham Federation of Filipino Canadian ( MFFC Youth Choir )

	15:30
	Indian Dance
	Durham Tamil Association

	16:15 
	Opera York singing        (Live Music)
	Opera York

	16:30
	Belly Dance
	Zahra’s School

	17:00
	Marvin and friend          (Live Music)
	Live Band

	18:00
	3 on 3 award
	CCYAA

	
	
	

	Small Stage
	

	
	
	

	12:00
	The Pariah                        (Live Music)
	Live Band 

	    17:00
	Marvin and Friend          (Live Music) 
	Live Band

	15:00
	Raptors Mascot
	CCYAA

	
	
	

	Market Village
	

	
	
	

	12:00
	Indian Dance 
	Durham Tamil Association

	14:00
	Raptors Mascot
	CCYAA

	15:30
	Belly Dance
	Zahra’s School

	16:00
	Hawaiian Dance
	Hawaiian Pacific Magic

	17:00
	Lucky Draw
	Market Village

	
	
	


